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Economics[AIDS and pulmonary diseases]. In these days,

pulmonary tuberculosis (TB) seems to be more frequent in AIDS
patients than in the general population, thus many questions are
coming to mind concerning its diagnosis and treatment. The aim
of this paper is to review the epidemiological, clinical, diagnostic
and therapeutic aspects of TB in AIDS patients in order to raise
the level of information and help the specialist in the decision

making. The paper is based on a MEDLINE search from January
1990 to January 2002. AIDS patients are at particular risk of

developing TB because of the presence of host factors that can
favor the onset of TB. They are also at risk of TB because they
have frequently and recurrently received prophylactic and/or
therapeutic treatments that could be related to drug-induced

immunosuppression or other toxicities. The diagnosis of TB in
AIDS patients is frequently difficult because most of the signs and

symptoms mimic those of other pulmonary diseases and a
bacteriologic diagnosis is not always possible due to the low

bacillary load. It has been shown that high doses of interferon
(IFN) given for a long period of time may be related to T-cell

depletion and increase the risk of TB infection in AIDS patients.
IFN-alpha, despite some side effects, seems the best candidate as a

treatment for AIDS patients. It may be an interesting treatment
strategy to treat with high doses of IFN-alpha patients at high risk

for TB infection and to administer chemoprophylaxis in those
patients at risk for developing TB disease.n'', '';
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