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State. Howard A.
Culbertson and Arthur J.
Riggs, for defendants-

appellants. LAKE, Justice.
Defendants do not

question the sufficiency of
the evidence to support

their conviction of
burglary. Indeed, there is

more than ample
evidence to support it.
Their contention is that
there is no evidence in

the record of their
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possession of a firearm
prior to, or at the time of,

the burglary, and that,
therefore, the court erred
in submitting to the jury
the issue of their guilt as
to this charge. We do not

agree. Possession of a
firearm at the time of or
shortly after a burglary is
a circumstance that the

jury may consider in
determining whether the

defendants participated in
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the burglary. However,
this is not the exclusive

circumstance that the jury
may consider in

determining whether they
participated. There is no

requirement that the
State's evidence exclude
every other reasonable

hypothesis except that of
the guilt of the

defendants. Indeed, there
is no requirement that the
State's evidence, in order
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to be sufficient to support
a verdict, exclude any

other reasonable
hypothesis. Rather, the
standard is whether it is
"reasonably consistent
with the defendant's
innocence." State v.

Wilkerson, 295 N.C. 559,
247 S.E.2d 905 (1978).
This rule is applicable

even though the State's
evidence is entirely

circumstantial. State v.
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Collins, 275 N.C. 420, 168
S.E.2d 33 (1969),

disapproved on other
grounds, State v.

Williams, 285 N.C. 560,
206 S.E.2d 210 (1974);

State v. Wilson, 280 N.C.
674, 187 S.E.2d 223
(1972). In State v.

Wilkerson, supra, the
defendant's possession of
a pistol at the time of or
shortly after the burglary

was one of the
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circumstances submitted
to the jury in addition to

other evidence from
which the jury could draw

inferences that he was
guilty. The evidence
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