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members who died in Iraq and Afghanistan
12 January 2018 Trump wreath-laying honors
military members who died in Irag and
Afghanistan The final day of the new
President’s first term was marked by a
solemn event at the White House to honor
the soldiers who died in Irag and
Afghanistan. The graves of four fallen
military members were laid in the ground
during a brief ceremony in the Diplomatic
Reception Room. They were given military
honors by the Tomb of the Unknowns in
Arlington Cemetery. Their names were read
aloud and a wreath was placed on their
grave. White House Director of Social Media
Dan Scavino delivered remarks. At the
ceremony, Trump recalled his father’s
military service to the US. “But | have to tell
you, in all fairness, I’'m also a Gold Star
father. You understand that, right?” he said.
“I mean, my father was a Gold Star father. |
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think he would be so very very proud of my
presidency.” Three decorated soldiers who
died in Afghanistan and one who died in Iraqg
were laid to rest. Among them were Lt.
Michael S. Murphy, a Navy SEAL who died in
Afghanistan in 2017. Murphy was awarded
the Bronze Star for his service in lraq and
Afghanistan. The ceremony was put together
by the Department of Defense and joint
Chiefs of Staff in cooperation with the
Pentagon. “We do this with a tremendous
amount of honor and respect,” joint chiefs
chairman Gen. Joseph Dunford said during
the ceremony. The Pentagon sent dozens of
military families to the funeral for the fallen
soldiers. Brig. Gen. James W. Head, deputy
chief of staff for operations, presented each
family with a flag from the Tomb of the
Unknowns. “This flag symbolizes, in so many
different ways, the home, the residence,
where our service members make the
ultimate sacrifice in support of America,”
Head said. “This is a home-away-from-home
for many families of missing or fallen service
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members, the resting place for the remains
of fallen service members, and the
monument to the ultimate sacrifice of our
service members.” Secretary of Defense
James Mattis also attended the ceremony. In
a statement released following the event,
Mattis said, “Every 0ccl3bf012
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