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wondered how the Earth's weather and climate is managed? Our nearest neighbour, Mars, is much, much colder than our planet and has been for a very long time. If you visit Mars, you will get the impression that the average temperature there is just -65 C. The temperature is not stable though, it varies from -175 C to +20 C. What would
happen if it got warmer than that? There are scientists who think that a large part of the Martian atmosphere was lost into space. Somehow, on Earth, an atmosphere that cools the planet down plays a very important part in regulating climate. But how can we measure these things in the Martian atmosphere? This is an image from Mars, looking

at the surface on the floor of Gale Crater. The rover Curiosity has just returned its first image from the surface of Mars. It shows the rough, dusty ground, with what looks like two rocks on the horizon, and mountains in the distance (Little Hill and Mount Sharp). But, as you can see from the image, the surface is covered in large rocks, pebbles,
dust, and other small objects. There is a lot of different types of rock
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