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Autodesk.au. Finally, we found no
association between viral load and

mortality (and disease severity measured
by the APACHE II or MOD scores),

suggesting that SARS-CoV-2 could be
actively replicating in the patient. Taken
together, the data suggest that during

the earliest days of a SARS-CoV-2
infection, pulmonary parenchyma is the
main site of infection, with most of the

patient morbidity occurring due to
lymphocytic infiltration and cytokine

release syndrome and only a minority of
disease due to tissue damage.

![COVID-19 lung histopathology. (A) Chest
computed tomography scan from a

patient with COVID-19 showing bilateral
subpleural ground glass opacities with no
lower lobe predominant disease. (B) Lung

from a patient with COVID-19 showing
diffuse alveolar damage. The section is
from a patient with 5 days of COVID-19
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onset and 3 days of hospitalization at the
time of biopsy. (C) Subpleural infarcts
with pulmonary edema are present in

patients with COVID-19, many of which
(indicated by the arrow) have cavitation.

(D) Examination of lung parenchyma from
a
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