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media and can retain the data for many years or indefinitely without degradation. However, because
of the precision required in forming a high quality optical disc, and the inherent problem of dust
particles interfering with the precision forming process, optical discs are susceptible to damage.

Optical discs typically include a protection layer formed from a metallic substance such as aluminum
or gold, to protect the data stored on the optical disc and a glass substrate. The protection layer is
typically formed as a thin disk-shaped layer formed as a separate element, which is coupled to the

substrate during the manufacturing process. A conventional method of manufacturing an optical disc
will now be described with reference to FIG. 4, which is a cross-sectional view of a conventional

optical disc. In FIG. 4, a glass substrate 1 is ground and polished in the center of the glass substrate
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