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janvier 2015Are third-party health reimbursement plans on the market for small and mid-
size employers? In response to the Affordable Care Act, some employers have looked into

purchasing an employee-based health reimbursement arrangement (HRA) from a third-party
carrier, as an alternative to the employer's plan. Although the ACA permits a self-insured

employer to purchase an HRA for its small employers, a third-party HRA may be more cost-
effective for the latter. The purpose of this study was to identify the current HRA offerings

for small and mid-size employers and to determine whether any of these HRA programs are
positioned to thrive in the new health care marketplace. We reviewed United HealthCare

and HealthSpring offerings for small employers in the United States and Canada, and
selected a series of small employer offerings in the United Kingdom as a basis for

comparison. The relevant data on each company's offering were collected from published
sources, as well as from company websites and company communications. These data were
gathered to characterize the offerings in the United States and Canada and to compare and

contrast them with the offerings in the United Kingdom. Limited available data from the
United States and Canada suggest that third-party offerings may become more prevalent as
the ACA expands employer coverage. Although the United Kingdom offers many of the same

benefits as the United States and Canada in the way of free access to primary care
physicians and dental care for patients, the comparison indicates that the United Kingdom

third-party offerings may be less extensive than those in the United States and Canada.
Care must be taken in assessing any of these product offerings, as a small or midsize
business may need to take a number of factors into consideration prior to making an

investment in a third-party health plan.James Bond: Defeat of 007 in a new stage in his story
is announced Actors Daniel Craig, left, and Eva Green took part in a promotion of the action
film "Skyfall," which was released in Spain on Saturday, November 7, 2012. Credit: AP James

Bond is no longer invincible, and the world’s most famous spy will have to brave some
opposition in his next assignment, according to Fox. The network announced Monday that
there will be a new scene of a confrontation with James Bond’s most feared adversary: it’s
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