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the life safety code includes more than 2,000 rules covering building construction, protection, and
occupancy features that minimize the effects of fire and related hazards. the life safety code
recognizes that buildings are complex systems that include features such as windows, doors, stairs,
elevators, and appliances; and that people occupy buildings for a variety of purposes such as living,
working, relaxing, caring for children, or exercising. in addition to defining the safety features for
building occupants, the life safety code defines the minimum performance requirements for those
features. these performance requirements are based on the premise that building occupants need to
be safely protected from the risk of fire, smoke, and toxic fumes. recent osh improvements in china
include the implementation of the chinese ministry of human resources and social security national
occupational injury survey ( ), which established the basis for the first chinese occupational injury
statistics and made available the first chinese-language occupational injury statistics ( zhou and
others 2012 ). although there is no comparable data available from bangladesh, osh issues in china
can provide a valuable basis for understanding similar problems in other Imics, especially
considering that the differences in national infrastructure, as well as the effects of osh reforms in
china, may be replicated in other Imics ( lu and others 2011 ). in general, the informal economy is
characterised by poor working conditions, low pay, and high turnover, all of which are associated
with higher injury rates in informal employment ( ghoshal and lewin 2001 ; jaitovich and others 2011
; kopp and peltzman 2009 ). in bangladesh, the informal economy comprises 68 percent of the
workforce, and it is estimated that only about half of these workers are paid a minimum wage (
akhter and others 2010 ). a survey conducted in 2003 indicated that the majority of informal workers
earned less than usd60 per month ( akhter and others 2010 ).
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the code of practice for occupational health and safety in the services sector, developed by the ilo,
can be downloaded from the ilo website. the document is available in the following languages:
arabic, chinese, english, french, french (fr), german, greek, italian, japanese, and spanish. the code
consists of two parts: the introduction and the code. the introduction provides information on the
service sector and its place in the economy, the need for occupational health and safety, why the
services sector is unique, the role of the services sector in economic development, the importance of
occupational health and safety, the nature of employment and working conditions in the services
sector, and the social and economic impact of occupational injuries and diseases. it also includes
information on the services sector and occupational health and safety in the context of the
international standards on occupational safety and health. this document contains requirements for
safer construction practices, reduced risk of injury and illness, and more effective and efficient fire
protection systems for buildings and equipment. it also includes requirements for the design and
construction of emergency exit signs, fire doors, stairs, and platforms, especially for working areas.
also, it contains information on fire hazards in the kitchen, on types of kitchen equipment and their
safety, and on the safe use of cooking appliances. the fire service department of the international
labour organization is the specialized agency of the international labour organization ( ilo) for fire
prevention and protection. the department is composed of specialists, who are responsible for the
development of the code of practice on occupational health and safety in the services sector and
other international fire and safety standards. the department also has a technical assistance unit
that provides technical advice to member countries on the implementation of the ilo standards on
fire and related hazards in the services sector. 5ec8ef588b
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