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Their keeper bolts inside. His hand is shaking. He shuts the door behind him and locks it. He grabs a chair and holds it, legs akimbo, while he cuts the dogs' chains. He loads the car. He closes the gate. He starts the engine. He drives off. They don't get out of the car. They stay there, pressed against the mesh. They want to see what's happening. They
can't see much. They can only see their keeper's back. That is the only thing they see, the broad back of their keeper. All the rest is blocked from view. Their keeper is dressed in a grey suit with a black and white striped tie. He has been at work all day. They know this. There are three other men in this car. Their keeper says, with just a hint of a German
accent, they are heading out. The car stops in front of their house. Their keeper gets out. He opens the door for them. They get out. The collar is still latched to Artemis' neck. It is not tight, but it is not comfortable. The back door is open. Their keeper unlocks it. He slides the door open. The car pulls out. They start walking in the yard. Their keeper leads
them to their house. Artemis sniffs the house. Her nose is cold and alert. The house has been empty for a long time. There is not even dust on the floor. The wind has blown the dust. Some sand. The house has not been lived in for a long time. Maybe for a couple of years. Maybe even longer. Artemis is disgusted by the mess. As they walk in. It's not a
little mess. Plates on the floor. Glasses on the counter. A few cigarettes. The ashtray is open. One of the ashtrays has been filled with cigarette butts. Some of them are just cigarette butts. The dishes in the kitchen sink are piled high. There is some spattering over the edge. The sink is full of dirty dishes. A dirty bowl of apples on the counter. The sink
and the counter are so covered in apple pulp that they are brown and sticky. The refrigerator is full of half-empty bottles and jars. One bottle of milk that is level with the juice, spilling out of the cap. There is a mess, all right, but it is not the kinds of mess they expect. It's not clutter and chaos. It's not a mess that can be fixed up. It is almost too clean.
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